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PREFACE. 


The  Melodies  to  which  the  Psalms  are 
sung  in  the  Gaelic  Churches  of  Ross- 
shire  and  Sutherland,  have  been,  till 
lately,  almost  entirely  unknown,  and 
have  scarcely  ever  reached  beyond'  the 
limits  of  the  parishes  where  they  are 
sung.  They  were  published  by  me  for 
the  first  time  in  1844.*  A  great  deal  of 
attention  has  since  been  paid  to  them  ; 
and,  at  the  opening  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Free  Church  in  Inverness, 
they  were  sung  by  the  assembled  rnulti-. 
tude,  and  produced  that  astpnishin: 
effect,  which  their  sacred  character,  and 
the  deep  religious  feeling  of  which  they 
are  a  most  poetical  expression,  can 
hardly  fail  to  do  wherever  they  are 
heard.      Whatever   strains    call    forth 


*  Gaelic  Psalmody  of  Ross-Kliire  and  tlie  Neighbour- 
ing Counties,  with  an  Introductory  Dissertation,  by 
Joseph  Mainzer,     Edinbm-gh:  John  Johnstone. 


such  effects,  they  deserve  to  live.  Their 
unknown  origin,  their  association  with 
the  religion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
remotest  north  of  Great  Britain,  their 
peculiarly  wild,  simple,  yet  touching 
character,  render  them  still  more  inter- 
esting to  us,  and  enhance  their  value  as 
specimens  of  the  popular  music  of  the 
Celts. 

For  fuller  information,  I  have  only  to 
refer  to  the  larger  edition,  wherein  the 
present  Tunes  have  been  published,  with 
fan  accompaniment  for  the  Piano;  and 
letters  from  Robert  Brown,  Esq. ;  Dr 
Mackay  of  Dunoon ;  the  Rev.  Mr 
M'Leod  of  Logic  Easter  ;  and  with  an 
introductory  dissertation,  regardingtheir 
application  in  public  w^orship,  their  anti- 
quity, origin,  and  character. 

We  may  say,  in  regard  to  th©  correct- 
ness of  the  tunes,  that  we  have  con- 


scientìously  adhered  to  the  manner  in 
which  ihe  people  sing  them  in  the 
northern  highlands.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  expected  that,  in  this  kind  of  musical 
production,  invented  and  sung  by  the 
people,  differences  would  occur  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  country.  Stilt 
especially  seems  to  have  undergone  con- 
siderable changes.  We  add  therefore 
a  second  edition,  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted  to    the  kind  communication  of 


!  the  Rev.    Thomas    M'Lauchlan,    Free 
Chnroh  Minister  of  Gorthleck. 

To  the  tune,  which  in  the  Highlands 
is  called  London^  we  have  given  no  place, 
neither  in  this  nor  in  our  larger  edition. 
Its  monotony  would  not  be  ah  ornament 
to  either;  we  follow,  therefore,  the 
people  who,  in  public  .and  private  wor- 
ship, have  almost  everywhere  condemned 
it  to  silence  and  oblivion. 

Joseph  Mainzer. 
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FRENCH. 


Tha         ann      an       Si  -     on    feith  -  camh     ort, 
Pfiiise      waits     for     thee       in      Si    -    on,     Lord 
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O      thou   that    hear  -  er        art        of    pray'r, 
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